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Newsletter Thursday 19 May 2022
Tēnā koutou katoa ngā mihi ki te whānau ō te Kura ō Otatara
- greetings to all families of Otatara School.

Yesterday every class at our school worked alongside staff
from the ICC Parks and Reserves to plant out around 1400
plants at the Gostelow Pump track. There was a real sense
of whanaungatanga and kaitiakitanga with older students
supporting younger students and we really appreciated the
fabulous parental support we had throughout the day. It was
wonderful for our students to be involved in this project and
to contribute in such a significant way to our community.

Now that we are operating at Orange under the COVID
Protection Framework it has been refreshing to begin to
return to school life that is a bit closer to what we would
usually experience. Our school grounds are open again to
whānau and you are very welcome to come in after school
or during the weekends to play with your child/ren.
BOB BICKERTON
On Monday Bob Bickerton visited
our school, doing 2 shows, one for
our juniors and one for our seniors
where he shared taonga puoro traditional Māori instruments.
https://www.bickerton.co.nz/
During the presentation Bob
played
several
different
traditional Māori instruments as
well as sharing a number of
pūrākau (old stories) providing
background stories to the taonga.

COVID UPDATE
COVID 19 continues to have an impact in our community.
Since the start of this term we have had 27 positive student
cases associated with our school, 32 students isolating as
household contacts, 3 positive staff cases and 2 staff isolating
as household contacts.
We are continuing to keep health measures in place at school
that we know help slow the spread of COVID-19. These
include ensuring our indoor spaces are well-ventilated,
maintaining good hand hygiene and cough and sneeze
etiquette, appropriate physical distancing whenever we can
and, most importantly, staying home if we are sick.

BOT ELECTIONS
This year is a Board of Trustees election year. Our election
will be online and to prepare for this we need to make sure
we have the following for all parents:
• email address for each parent
• mobile number
• current address
ARRIVING AT SCHOOL
Please help us preserve teachers’ planning and organisation
time in the mornings and ensure your child/ren do not arrive
at school before 8.20am. Prior to this time teachers may not
be in their classroom spaces as they have morning meetings
and resources etc to organise.

Like all organisations and workplaces our staff are being
affected by COVID. We are working really hard to keep
classrooms open and students at school however this may
become increasingly difficult. We will do whatever we can to
staff classrooms but there may come a time when we need
to close a classroom and ask you to keep students at home if
we are unable to staff it. If this is the case we will email and
send a Skool Loop message by 7:00pm the night
before. Please know that would be a last resort. Let’s hope
we don’t ever need to do this!
Heoi anō tāku mō ināianei - That’s all for now
Nāku noa nā. - Yours sincerely
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WELCOME
YEAR 6 CORNER

Welcome to Hunter Miller who
started school in Room 10 this
week. We hope you enjoy being
part of our learning community.

FIELD TRIP AND LITTER SURVEY
On Monday last week, Pōkākā and Tarata went to Whalers
Bay. We started off with exploring the landmass. I was sad
because it was different than I expected, because there were
no whales there! I was also surprised to not see any remains
of whales, just a pot and some anchors.
After that, we went on a walk and learned some new things
they were… A family planted yew trees on a plot of land
there in the 1800’s, and later on their kids used the branches
for bows and arrows.
After walking to Noki Kaik, we pinned out a 100m x 20m
rectangle for a litter survey. We picked up litter inside the
pink-tipped wooden pegs. We learnt that the litter we picked
up would be used as data to see how much of each thing we
get each year!
By Abby Harrison

CALENDAR
23 May
24 May
03 June
06 June
17 June
22 June
23 June
24 June

BOT Meeting – 7:00pm Learning Centre
Parent Group Meeting – 7:00pm Library
Zone Cross Country
Queen’s Birthday
Southland Cross Country
Matariki Celebration
Teacher Only Day
Matariki Public Holiday

ROAD PATROL
Monday 23 May to Friday 27 May 2022
Day
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Morning
Sam Phillips
Amanda/Aaron
Drake
Lea Melrose
Richard Moss
Alex Gilmour

Afternoon
Sam Phillips
Amanda/Aaron
Drake
Andrew Bennett
Richard Moss
Carla Werder

Parent helpers need to be at school by 8:20am for the
morning patrol and 2:40pm for the afternoon patrol.
If for some reason you are unavailable on your rostered
day please swap with another parent.
COMMUNITY NEWS

THE NEW RIVER ESTUARY
The New River estuary used to be a wonderful place where
people could swim. There was a harbour where big boats
came bringing gold miners for the gold fields in Otago. The
estuary was filled with kai moana like pātiki, inanga, cockles,
mussels, tarakihi and paua. But now you can’t swim in the
estuary because there is a rubbish dump next to it. But if we
clean up the estuary all the creatures might return.
By Kylie Brightwell
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