Under the Box

Purpose:
The purpose of this activity is to help your child to instantly recall the addition and subtraction
facts of 5 and 10.

Link to Number Framework:
Number Facts, Stages 0-3

What you need:
e 5-10toys
* A box big enough to cover the toys

What to do:
Work with five toys at first, developing knowledge of addition and subtraction facts of 5.

* Ask your child to count the toys.

How many toys do we have?

* Ask your child to look away while you hide some toys under the box then ask them to

work out how many you have hidden.
How many toys do we have now?
How many toys have | put under the box?

e Talk to your child about the number of toys.

There are 3 toys in the box and 2 toys here. 3 and 2 is 5. You may like to write
3+2=5 to record this fact.

We had 5 toys and 3 hid under the box, now we have 2 toys. You may like to
write 5-3=2 to record this fact.

e Children may need to use the fingers of one hand to help them work out how many toys
are hidden. When they can do this well, ask them to put their hand behind their back and
imagine the fingers they are using. Encourage them to imagine the toys under the box in
their heads.

* Repeat, hiding a different number of toys each time. Include the examples of all the toys
hiding and no toys hiding.

Once your child knows the facts of 5 confidently, use 10 toys to develop their knowledge of the
addition and subtraction facts of 10.

What to expect your child to do:
* Be able to instantly recognise combinations of numbers thataddto 5: 1and 4, 3and 2,5
and 0.
* Be able to instantly recognise combinations of numbers that add to 10: 1 and 9, 2 and 8,
3and 7,4 and 6,5 and 5, 10 and 0.

Related Maori vocab:

addition facts meka tapiritanga

subtraction facts meka tangohanga




